Neuroendocrine and proliferative potential of human intestinal cells during aging.
A population of neuroendocrine cells secreting chromogranin A was verified in the intestine of subjects aged over 60 years. The count of intestinal cells expressing chromogranin A and Ki-67 proliferation protein increases with aging. More intensive expression of chromogranin A and Ki-67 protein in senile age and in long-livers is presumably a compensatory mechanism aimed at the gastrointestinal function maintenance during its age-associated involution.